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            Research Talk Summary 

It has been suggested that more globalized cities are more polarized and segregated than other cities. 

However, this is mainly evidenced by advanced capitalist cities and other selected developed cities, 

while less developed cities are clearly under-researched. This paper draws on both developed and less 

developed cities in Guangdong province, and asks how socio-economic segregation levels differ among 

cities of varying economic development levels. We find that, contrary to expectation, less developed 

cities are showing higher levels of segregation than well-developed cities. We suggest that the key 

contributing factor is that the well-developed cities in Guangdong province are characterized by 

manufacturing-dominant economic structures and industrialization-based economic transformation. 

Correspondingly, their occupational structures are predominantly characterized by employees with a 

recent agricultural background; the restructuring process is therefore dominated by professionalization 

of the lower class. The stronger and faster industrialization and professionalization processes produce 

lower segregation levels in those more developed cities. 

 

This seminar series is co-organized by CHUD (Center for Housing & Urban Development), GeoSAT 

(Center for Geospatial Sciences, Applications and Technology), and TAMIDS-DAL (Design and 

Analytics Lab for Urban Artificial Intelligence @ Texas A&M Institute of Data Science). 
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Time: 10:00-10:30 a.m. US Central Time (Thursday, July 13st, 2023) 

Zoom Meeting ID: 965 9114 1604 Passcode: 126119 

Direct Link: https://tamu.zoom.us/j/96591141604?pwd=Y1ovNWZrbzRtNzRtTTJnMVZyZFVuZz09 

 

Host: Chunwu Zhu, Data Science Ambassador@TAMIDS, PhD student@LAUP, TAMU 

Understanding different levels of segregation in urban China: a 

comparative study among 21 cities in Guangdong province  
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